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SEAT 


1952 +1952 Season 


February 9, 10, 11, 13 THE MERRY WIDOW by Franz Lehar 


March 4, 5, 6,7 | AN INSPECTOR CALLS by J. B. 
Priesiley 


March 25, 26, 27, 28 THE CONTRAST by Royall Tyler 
May 7, 8, 9 THE WELL by Louis Mennini 


PRIMADONNA by Arthur Benjamin 


Two one-act modern operas. Hans 
Schwieger, Kansas City Philharmon- 
ic, conducting. 


All performances at 8:30 p.m. in Fraser Theatre 


All seats reserved. 


For full information and reservations write to: 


UNIVERSITY THEATRE -- UNIVERSITY GF KANSAS 
202 Fraser Nall Lawrence, Kansas 


March 6-7, 1953 
First Comununity Theatre Imstitute 
Sponsored by 


University Theatre 
Department of Speech and Drama 
University Extension 


For information write to University Extension 
University of Kansos 
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Many members of our Association are 
interested in teaching public speaking and 
dramatics courses as well as directing de- 
bate and dramatics activities. As an As- 
sociation, we should try to serve these 
broad interests. 


However, a fair percent of our members 
are interested primarily in only one of 
these or similar areas and their interest 
in the broader area of speech aud drama 
is secondary. 


In planning the program of the Spring 
Meeting in Emporia, we have tried to con- 
sider both the broad and narrow interests 
of our members. TF think our Board of 
Directors should have had a greater op- 
pottunity to discuss these plans. 1 suspect 
it’s too late to get them together to discuss 
the Spring Meeting. However, the Board 
will meet the evening before the Spring 
Meeting so they cen present positive sug- 
gestions for the Fall 53 Meeting to be held 
in conjunction with the Kansas State 
Teachers meeting in Salina. 

To better represent the narrower interests 
of our meinbers, Id dike to suggest a way 
those people, primarily interested in debate, 
dramatics, radio, speech correction, ete., 
could get together to discuss their problems 
and aid in planning annual meeting pro- 
grams--within the framework of the KSA 
and without weakening it or forming new 
organizations which have objectives closely 
similar. It would require a constitutional 
amendment. 


The amendment vhich | propose is as 
follows: 


Article 1V. Orgenizaiion of the Association 
1. Divisions may be organized to represent 
~major professionel! interests that lic within 
the Associotion. 
2. A Division shail be set up whenever 25 
members petition for it and the Board of 
Directors opprove. A two-thirds vote of 
those present a! ony annual business mect- 
ing of the Board of Director is required 
for the establishment of a new Division. 
3. Any member of the Associotion may apply 
for membership in one or more Divisions 
under the rules of eligibility ond election 
established by them. Membership in the 
Association shall be prerequisite te mem- 
bership in any Division. 
4. A Division may be dissolved by the Board 
of Directors (1) when the number of Mem- 
bers within the Division falls below 25, or 


The Presidiemt Spenks . « 


BY kim Girrin 


(2) when the Division votes to recommend 
disso'ution. A two-thirds vote of those 
present at any annua! business meeting of 
the Bourd of Directors is required for the 
dissolution of a Division. 

5. Eoch Division shall have a Choirmen, a 
Secretary, one Division Representative, and 
such other officers os it may desire. The 
qualifications for these officers and the 
method of their election shall be deter- 
mined by the Division. The time of election 
of Division Officers and Representatives 
shall not be later in the school year than 
the time of the election of Officers in the 
Association. The results of all Division 
elections shall be filed with the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Association. 

6. A Division remains autonomous in all 
matters within its field that gre not re- 
served to the Associotion and the Board of 
Directors by this Constitution. Each Divi- 
sion shal! draw up its own Bylows and 
rules of procedure within the framework of 
this Constitution ond not inconsistent with 
this Constitution. 

7. A Division may administer o journal or 
special funds allocated to its use, or may 
delegate such administrotive functions to 
the Board of Directors of the Association. 

8. Division Representatives shall be members 
ef the Board of Directors of the Associa- 
tion. 

(Artices currently mumber IV to IX 
would be given one highe: number.) 

You may note that Divisions estab- 
lished under the provisions would have a 
representative on our Board of Direetors. 
1 feel that thit Board should be given 
greater responsibilities in the KSA, 
pecially in planning programs for our an- 
nual meetings. 

Very frankly, 1 believe too much respon- 
sibility is left with the president. This 
year, | grabbed the ball and tried to run 
with it, primarily because someone tossed 
it to me. Tlowever, | realize there are 
many things which should have beea done 
but which Ive allowed to slide. If a more 
active part were played by our Board of 
Directors, we could have a better Asso- 
ciation. 

I shall try to help the Board members to 
take a more responsible role when L meet 
with them the evening before our Spring 
Meeting. 

Both the Editor and IT would like very 
much to hear your evaluative comments 
concerning these suggestions through let- 
ters to the Editor. 
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BY Don 


As a critic in one of the regional speech 
and drama festivals last spring, | heard 
high school students deliver the peculiar 
types of deelamation kriown as “humorous 
and dramatic readings.” In a little less 
than 20 hours, [| heard, criticized, and 
rated some 97 performances. 


As the hours wore on, became in- 
creasingly disturbed because 1 was writing 
the same things again and again on the 
criticism sheets. Try as T might to evaluate 
the varying aspects of each student's per- 
formance, | found myself returning to erit- 
icize the selection he had chosen to in- 
terpret. 


Unintentionally, but consistently, 1 
gave the higher ratings to students whe 
presented selections which | judged to be 
of greater literary merit. 

1 won't defend my ratings. I'm not even 
certain that they were entirely fair. Many 
things besides the selection should be eon- 
sidered in judging an interpretive per- 
formance. And yet, how can we judge the 
interpreter except in terms of whet he 
interprets? How can we evaluate stu- 
dent’s ability at characterization, if the 
characters have no recognizable hutan 
traits? What ean we say of his ability to 
make a situation meaningful and dramatic, 
if the situation provided by the author is 
contrived and patently false? 


1 was confronted with a succession of 
noble, and often crippled, little newsboys, 
cheerfully and gallantly struggling for a 
few coins for “Mom”; of smiling little 
orphan girls, happily “making-the-best” of 
the unkind fate which had delivered them 
into the hands of ervel siep-parents; of 
self-sacrificing mothers dying of LB and 
starvation; of fathers committed to the 
penitentiary for stealing so that their 
families might eat; of honest young men 
and women who tragically dared to love 
someone outside their own “class” or “sta- 
tion”—a whole galaxy of characters and 
situations straight out of the 10-20-36 melo- 
drams of the last century, 


We no longer accept these artificial 
contrivances when presented upon the 
stage. Modern audiences find revivals of 
the old melodramas hilariously 
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funny. Why then should high school stu- 
dents be expected to take these stale left- 
overs and make them moving dramatic 
interpretations? 

The faults 1 found with the “humorous 
readings” may, in part, be due to certain 
prejudices I have as to the nature of 
humor. I, for one, do not find speech de- 
fects funny. I hope that most people don’t. 
Yet I heard reading after reading which 
depended for its humor on portrayals of 
the girl who lisped or talked baby talk, or 
the boy who stuttered or was “tongue- 
tied.” It might be well for us to follow the 
practice of the speech pathology depart- 
ment of the University of lowa and assign 
our students to go into business and social 
situations where they're not known and 
pretend to have a speech defect. The re- 
sulting embarrassment and frustration 
would probably convince them the 
speech handicapped person is not a subject 
for humor, 

Another large group of disturbing 
readings were those whose humors de- 
pended upon dialect and the supposedly 
characteristic traits of racial, religious, or 
national groups. Today our schools make 
much of the teaching of citizenship. We 
think it important for our students to 
study the complex of society, understand 
differences Jn cultural backgrounds, dis- 
cover and eradicate the sources of preju- 
dice. 

Why then, do we permit these same 
students to perpetuate, in the name of 
humor, the insulting and dangerous myths 
that all Negroes are shiftless, that all Jews 
are crafty, that the trish are stupid and bel- 
ligerent, and that Germans and Swedes are 
obtuse and obstinate? The answer is that 
we are still drawing our materials, in- 
directly perhaps, from the cheaper dramatic 
works of the last century, when the “stage 
negro.” the “stage jew,” and the “stage 
german servant” were stock comedy char- 
acters, 

1 seem to have made my experience as 
a critic appear drab, tiresome, and di-- 
agreeable. It was not. The fact that 97 
students in one seetion of Kansas were 
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Notes 
S.A.A. Convention 


BY Dr. Mer 
University of Wichita 


A large registration and fine Cincinnati 
hospitality compensated for the absence of 
the American Speech and Hearing Asso- 
ciation and sectional programs which were 
somewhat less than superior at the S.A.A, 
and A.E.T.A. convention over Christmas. 
The convention was held in) conjunction 
with the National University Extension As- 
sociation. 

Structure of the S.A.A. was the out- 
standing political issue. The dispute seems 
to center on whether we, in the field of 
Speech, will gain most from remaining 
associated with one large national organi- 
zation representing us or whether we have 
grown io the point that our individual 
specialties need to be fostered by the 
development of numerous separate socie- 

ties. 


Selutions include proposals for federa- 
tion among several groups representing the 
major areas in the field; a suggestion that 
that be divisionalised along the 
lines or the Gilman plan (see the Q.J.S. for 
April 52); and many arguments that every- 
thing is all right at present except for the 
method of selecting and framing the con- 
vention programs, 


Television was probably the most popular 
item of the Convention. Many schools, 
particularly these located in large metro- 
politan areas, are already televising several 
hours a week over local commercial outlets. 
Several institutions, such as lowa State 
College, have their own commercial out- 
lets. Washington University in Saint Louis 
will probably be the first to telecast from 
its own educational station. Plans eall 
for them to be on the air sometime be- 
tween April and June. 


The teaching of television has been ex- 
panded tremendously during the past year. 
Some schools have developed undergrad- 
wate curricula in the area, while others, 
such as the State University of Iowa, have 
relegated television to an M.A. program. 
Commercial outlets, we are told, are more 
than happy to cooperate with local elemen- 


tary and secondary schools in planning and 
producing shows. 


Miss Delores Irene Griffing was 
killed in an airplane crash in Bel- 
fast, Ireland on January 5. 

Miss Griffing will be remembered 
by a great many KSA members as 
an active member in Kansas speeeh 
activities. This year she was on the 
program conumitice for the fall meet- 
ing held at Wichita. 

Miss Griffing taught oral English 

and debate at Salina high school for 
the past four years. She resigned her 
position last spring to accept a posi- 
tion in Holland. 
She graduated from Smith Center 
high school and attended York Col- 
lege at York, Nebraska, in the sum- 
mer of 1911. She taught rural 
schools in) Smith county for five 
years and taught two years in the 
Smith Center grade school. After 
receiving her A.B. degree from Fort 
Hlays State college in 1918, 
taught in the Salina schools. 
“Miss Griffing did an excellent 
job while she was here. She worked 
extremely hard at) improving — the 
speech work in the Salina high 
school and with considerable sue- 
cess. She believed that a great many 
youngsters should have the oppor- 
tunity to have some experience in 
various types of speech work. She. 
had rather large classes in debate 
and we feel that the results of her 
work were unusually fine. 
“Miss Griffing had the complete 
confidence and respect of all the 
students and faculty members who 
came in contact wel her. In Salina 
we feel that the passing of this fine 
young woman means that the teach- 
ing profession has lost an extremely 
well-qualified person both personally 
and professionally. There is no 
question in my mind but that she 
made a great contribution te teach- 
ing in Kansas and particularly in 
Salina.”--W. M. Ostensinc, Super- 
intendent of Public Schools, Salina. 
“Miss Griffing was a very co- 
operative and dependable worker in 
our Association. We know that her 
intluence will remain with us, It 
will be a lasting tribute to her 
energy and enthusiasm as a teacher.” 
~ Kim Gurtin, ASA President. 
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Kansas Speeel: News 


Four more ene-act plays have been 
approved for contests in Kansas, aceord- 
ing to the Kansas High School Activities 
Journal. They. are “The Trysting Place” 
by Booth Tarkington, “The Purple Door 
Knob” by Walter Pritchard Eaton, “The 
Court of Conscience” by Don Sigal, and 


“Bobby Sox” by Donald Payton. 


Kansas State College’s radio director 
George Arms has accepted a position as 
direcior of radio and television program- 
ming at Houston University. He takes over 
his Texas duties on February 1. 


The Central States Speech Association 
will hold its annual convention at Chicago 
April 17 and 18. Practical aspects of 
speech work will be stressed. Materials 
presented in various sectional meetings and 
workshops will be of special practical 
value te speech teachers in universities and 
colleges, and in secondary and elementary 
schou!s. 


Costume Rental 


For Plays Minstrels 
Masquerade Balls 
Wigs Make-up 

Sonta Suits 
Tuxedos Women’s Formals 


Bridal Dresses 


KANSAS CITY 
COSTUME CO. 


3409 Walnut) HArrison 3167 


The program will include special see- 
tional meetings or workshops for high 
school speech teachers and for speech cor- 
rectionists in the public schools. 


Send any items of speech news you may 
have to Earl C. Hoover, Department of 
Speech, Kansas Stute College, Manhattan, 
Kansas. Deadline for the next issue is 


February 15. 


DRAMATIC INTERPRETATIONS 
(Continued from Page 5) 


interested enough to spend countless hours 
preparing the readings was tremendously 
encouraging. And | heard some remarkably 
good interpretations. selections 1 
enjoyed were certainly not masterpicces of 
literature. But in the company they were 
keeping those two days, Alice Duer Miller, 
Oscar Wilde, Paul Callico, George Kauf- 
man, and Dorothy Parker sounded like 
literary giants. Theit works provided in- 
terpreters the opportunity to display ima- 
gination, exploit gifts for characterization, 
convey ideas, and project emotions. 


Some 


1 won't pretend that | know the solu- 
tien, As a former high school teacher 1 
know and appreciate the oft-voiced com- 
plaint that good reading- are hard te come 
by. T know from experience that for the 
teacher, busy with preparing students for 
a half-dozen different events, the easiest 
way is te order readings by number or 
title from a “deeclamation bureau.” in- 
clined to think, on the basis of some ex- 
perience, that with proper guidance stu- 
dents themselves can select and cut from 
standard works of literature, such 
selections are far superior to those obtained 
from the agencies. 


Whatever the solution, | do know that 
if students are to spend their time, enthusi- 
asm, and talents in) preparing and pre- 
senting readings, they deserve better ma- 
terials than they're getting. And if we 
teachers are interested in’ speech, educa- 
tion, and our students. we must help them 
find better readings. 


TECHNICAL COLUMN 
BY GENE 
University of Wichita 

More about the problems of lighting the 
downstage areas of the stage. 

As mentioned in the first technical col- 
umn, the angle of illumination as com- 
pared to the stage floor should be about 
45 degrees. The ellipsoidal lights installed 
for this purpose should be mounted so you 
may get to them threugh an opening in 
the auditorium: ceiling. Or better still, in- 
stall them above the eviling with a catwalk 
leading to their positions from the nearest 
access door to the attic. It may also be 
feasible to hang the lights on a batten sus- 
pended from the auditorium ceiling that 
may be lowered so the lights may he 
“yelled” and focussed by someone on a 
ladder on the floor. This type of mounting 
may be necessary if the auditorium has no 
attic, although it’s quite inconvenient bhe- 
cause the focussing and masking required 
for each light must be estimated while the 
light is in its lowest position. This means 
that the batten may have to be raised and 
lowered two or three times for each show 
to get an accurate setting. 


Another alternative in mounting 
“front” lights invelves the use of pilasters 
or pillars in the auditorium. It’s sometimes 
possible to mount pipe fittings on steel 
columns or masonry pilasters so spotlight 
mounts cau be fastened to them, Here 
again, you must gain access to the instru- 
ments even though they are mounted a 
considerable distance from the floor. In 
making this iype of installation, try to 
approximate the 45 degree angle of illu- 
mination, 

A third way to mount spotlights in the 
auditorium is to hang them on the balcony 
front. You can make a simple and sturdy 
bracket from pipe fittings whieh will hold 
a great amount of weight. This bracket 
can be installed on the baleony rail and 
removed in a matter of four or five minutes 
without using tools. This makes it ideal 
for use in auditorium-gymnasium combi- 
nation buildings. lis principal defect is the 
low height at which it is usually necessary 
to mount it. Most balconies in) Kansas 
school auditoriums are quite low, so the 
angle of illumination will be much Jess 
than the desired 45 degrees. 


(Continued on Page 10) 


THE UNIVERSIEY OF WICHITA 
Depantuent of Speech & Ouanatie fiat 


offers 


A complete program for the B.A. degree 
with emphasis upou Theatre Arts. Radio, 
Interpretation, Discussion and Debate, 
Public Address, or Speech Education, 
‘and the M.A. degree in Radio Audience, 
Research, with courses in performance, technical, 
critical, production, and historical aspects. 


Opportunities for participation in 
University Theatre Productions. 
A student operated FM radio station, 
A broad program of forensic activities, 
Practice teaching in the Wichita Schools, 
and graduate level seminars for teachers. 


For additional information write to the Department of Speech 
and Dramatic Art, University of Wichita, Wichita 14, Kansas. 


One Thing Ad A Fine 


By Dr. Howann Hi. 
Kansas State College in Manhettan 


Heads of forensic honor societies are 
alarmed and puzzled because in many in- 
stitutiéns few students are being recognized 
by election to membership. There is 
doubtlessly a variety of reasons, but I'd 
like to discuss one. 

Students, like their teachers and parents. 
and for a variety of reasons, spread them- 
selves so far as to be pitifully thin. In 30 
years at Kansas State College. I have seen 
just two students who made a success of 
high scholarship, several activities, and the 
presidency of everything to which they be- 
longed, all at the same time. Many others 
have tried it and failed. 

This, it seems to me, is one reason for 
the thin quality of so many speech activity 
performances and the small number of 
people recognized for excellence. A speech 
activity is demanding. It takes time, pa- 
tience, preparation, health, adequate rest, 
proper dict, and discipline. To do one’s 
best as an actor in an amateur play or as 
a debater and orator, one must reckon with 
all of these factors. If a student does that 


and has adequate cvaching, the results in. 
quality of performance, development of per- 
sonality, building of self-confidence, and 
increasing ability, are well) worth the 
struggle. 

If youre going in for a speech activity, 
make it Number One on your list of ae- 
tivities. Give it first attention in time, 
application, and practice. The needs of the 
task warrant that placing. You students 
owe it to others involved, both students and 
teachers, and the results are worth it. 

To avoid mediocrity, we'll have to put 
the first thing first. 


TECHNICAL, COLUMN 
(Continued from Page 9) 


These are only a few ways of dealing 
with lighting. If you have additional ideas 
along this line, Fl be glad to hear from 
yeu and pass your ideas on through this 
column. Ul gladly furnish sketches and 
further comments on the subject to anyore 
requesting them. 


a 
Let us fix up that new Auditorium with the best in 
Stage and Anditorium Draperies, Stage Seenery, Hard- 


> ware and Stage Lighting equipment. 


We also carry a full line of Artist Water Colors, Glue, 
Scenery Hardware, and Scenery Canvas for stage produe- 
tions for amateur and professional use. Send us your 
orders or write for information, 


Grexnt Western Sta 


1324 Grand Ave. 


EROS 
-—10-- 


Co. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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